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FI NAL Al R TOXI CS REGULATI ON FOR
OFF- SI TE WASTE AND RECOVERY OPERATI ONS

TODAY' S ACTI ON. .

¢

The Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA) is today
issuing a final regulation to reduce air toxics em ssions
fromfacilities that receive waste and recoverable
materials fromoff-site for treatnent, storage, disposal
recovery, or recycling. Air toxics are those pollutants
that are known or suspected of causing cancer or other
serious health effects.

Of-site waste and recovery operation facilities treat,
store, recycle, or dispose of waste received from ot her
industrial facilities or sites that produce waste as part
of their manufacturing processes.

Today's action is designed to address uncontrolled air
toxi cs em ssions that occur as a result of the transfer
of waste between different industrial sources or
facilities.

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH AND ENVI RONMENTAL BENEF| TS?

¢ EPA's final rule will reduce em ssions of air toxics,
i ncl udi ng benzene and net hyl ene chl ori de, by about 43, 000
tons annually, representing an 82 percent reduction from
current levels. Benzene is a known hunman carci nogen and
met hyl ene chl ori de has been |linked to increases in cancer
i nci dence and other adverse health effects.

¢ EPA' s final regulation will also reduce nati onw de
vol atil e organi c conmpound em ssions by about 51,000 tons
per year, representing an 82 percent reduction from
current levels. VOC em ssions contribute significantly
to the formation of ground-level ozone (snpbg), which can
| ead to acute and chronic human respiratory effects, as
wel| as crop damage.

BACKGROUND




Under the Cean Air Act, EPA is required to regul ate

em ssions of 189 listed toxic air pollutants. On July
16, 1992, EPA published a list of industries and
activities that emt one or nore of these air toxics,
commonly call ed the source category list. For listed
activities that are "major" sources (those that emt 10
tons annually or nore of a listed pollutant or 25 tons or
nore of a conbination of pollutants), the Cean Air Act
requi res EPA to devel op standards that will require the
application of stringent air pollution controls, known as
maxi mum achi evabl e control technol ogy (MACT).

The July 16, 1992 source category list conprised the

i ndustries and activities for which EPA intends to issue
regul ations to reduce the em ssions of hazardous air
pollutants (HAP). The activities on this list were

sel ected based on EPA' s estimate of the potential harmto
human health and the environment from hazardous air
pol | utant em ssions generated at these facilities. The
category for this final rule was originally titled "solid
waste treatnment, storage and di sposal facilities,” but
was changed for the proposed rule to better describe the
activities regul ated by the standards.

WHO WLL BE AFFECTED BY THE FI NAL RULE?

L4

EPA estinmates that there are approxinmately 750 off-site
waste and recovery operation facilities nationw de. O

t hose, EPA believes that approximtely 250 facilities may
be subject to today's final rule. New off-site waste and
recovery facilities built in the future will also be
subject to EPA's final rule.

The off-site waste and recovery operations source
category includes hazardous waste treatnent, storage, and
di sposal facilities (TSDF), industrial waste water
treatnent facilities, recycled used oil managenent
facilities, and other facilities that provide waste
managenent support services, or recover and/or recycle
spent materi al s.

Landfills, publicly-owned treatnment works, incinerator
units, drumre-conditioning operations, and site

remedi ation activities are not subject to this rule. EPA
may devel op air toxics standards for these activities

under other source categories, but they are not included
in today's final rule.



WHAT DOES EPA' S FINAL RULE REQUI RE?

L4

EPA's final regulation requires specific air em ssion
controls for affected tanks, containers, surface
i mpoundnent s, process vents, and equi pnent | eaks.

The final rule is based on a conbi nati on of equi pment and
operati on standards and work practice standards.

Specific requirenents for nonitoring, recordkeeping, and
reporting are outlined in the regul ation.

In order to ensure that affected facilities do not face
overl appi ng requi renents under the air toxics program
the final rule includes a provision allow ng that any
unit or em ssions point that is operating air em ssion
controls in conpliance with another MACT standard (such
as the final air toxics standard for synthetic organic
chem cal manufacturers or the "HON," or the final air
toxics standard for petroleumrefineries) is considered
in conpliance with today's final rule.

HONV MUCH W LL THE FI NAL RULE COST?

¢

EPA estinmates that the nationw de annual cost of the
final rule will be $18 mllion, and the nationw de
capital cost will be $42 mllion. These estinates

i nclude the costs of nonitoring, recordkeeping, and
reporting.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON. .

¢

Anyone with a conputer and a nodem can downl oad today's
final rule fromthe Cean Air Act Anendnents bulletin
board of EPA's el ectronic Technol ogy Transfer Network
(TTN) (! ook under "Recently Signed Rules") by calling
(919) 541-5742. For further information about how to
access this bulletin board, contact the TTN help |ine at
(919) 541-5384. Any gquestions regarding the
applicability or rule determnations for this final rule
shoul d be directed to the appropriate regional contact,
as follows:

Region I: Geg Rosco, Air Prograns Conpliance Branch Chief

(617) 565-3221

Region Il: Kenneth Eng, A r Conpliance Branch Chief
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Qual ity Planning and Standards at

(919) 541-2363.



